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§658.7

units are connected with a ‘““B-train”
assembly. The B-train assembly is a
rigid frame extension attached to the
rear frame of a first semitrailer which
allows for a fifth wheel connection
point for the second semitrailer. This
combination has one less articulation
point than the conventional ““A dolly”’
connected truck-tractor semitrailer-
trailer combination.

Truck-trailer boat transporter. A boat
transporter combination consisting of
a straight truck towing a trailer using
typically a ball and socket connection.
The trailer axle(s) is located substan-
tially at the trailer center of gravity
(rather than the rear of the trailer) but
so as to maintain a downward force on
the trailer tongue.

[49 FR 23315, June 5, 1984, as amended at 53
FR 2597, Jan. 29, 1988; 53 FR 12148, Apr. 13,
1988; 53 FR 25485, July 7, 1988; 53 FR 48636,
Dec. 2, 1988; 55 FR 22762, June 1, 1990; 55 FR
32399, Aug. 9, 1990; 59 FR 30419, June 13, 1994;
63 FR 70652, Dec. 22, 1998; 64 FR 48959, Sept.
9, 1999]

EDITORIAL NOTE: For a notice document in-
terpreting Length Exclusive Devices and Safety
Devices in §658.5, see 52 FR 7834, Mar. 13, 1987.

§658.7 Applicability.

Except as limited in §658.17(a) the
provisions of this part are applicable to
the National Network and reasonable
access thereto. However, nothing in
this regulation shall be construed to
prevent any State from applying any
weight and size limits to other high-
ways, except when such limits would
deny reasonable access to the National
Network.

§658.9 National Network criteria.

(a) The National Network listed in
the appendix to this part is available
for use by commerical motor vehicles
of the dimensions and configurations
described in 8§658.13 and 658.15.

(b) For those States with detailed
lists of individual routes in the appen-
dix, the routes have been designated on
the basis of their general adherence to
the following criteria.

(1) The route is a geometrically typ-
ical component of the Federal-Aid Pri-
mary System, serving to link principal
cities and densely developed portions
of the States.
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(2) The route is a high volume route
utilized extensively by large vehicles
for interstate commerce.

(3) The route does not have any re-
strictions precluding use by conven-
tional combination vehicles.

(4) The route has adequate geo-
metrics to support safe operations,
considering sight distance, severity
and length of grades, pavement width,
horizontal curvature, shoulder width,
bridge clearances and load limits, traf-
fic volumes and vehicle mix, and inter-
section geometry.

(5) The route consists of lanes de-
signed to be a width of 12 feet or more
or is otherwise consistent with high-
way safety.

(6) The route does not have any un-
usual characteristics causing current
or anticipated safety problems.

(c) For those States where State law
provides that STAA authorized vehi-
cles may use all or most of the Federal-
Aid Primary system, the National Net-
work is no more restrictive than such
law. The appendix contains a narrative
summary of the National Network in
those States.

[49 FR 23315, June 5, 1984, as amended at 53
FR 12148, Apr. 13, 1988]

§658.11 Additions, deletions, excep-
tions, and restrictions.

To ensure that the National Network
remains substantially intact, FHWA
retains the authority to rule upon all
requested additions to and deletions
from the National Network as well as
requests for the imposition of certain
restrictions. FHWA approval or dis-
approval will constitute the final deci-
sion of the U.S. Department of Trans-
portation.

(a) Additions. (1) Requests for addi-
tions to the National Network, includ-
ing justification, shall have the en-
dorsement of the Governor or the Gov-
ernor’s authorized representative, and
be submitted in writing to the appro-
priate FHWA Division Office. Proposals
for addition of routes to the National
Network shall be accompanied by an
analysis of suitability based on the cri-
teria in §658.9.

(2) Proposals for additions that meet
the criteria of §658.9 and have the en-
dorsement of the Governor or the Gov-
ernor’s authorized representative will
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